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Flexographic Package Printer Increases Productivity 

Background


Flexographic package printers face increasing expectations of quality and value from their customers.  Printers have little choice but to find ways to deliver on these requirements.

To meet these demands, productivity must go up and error rates must come down.

Problem


A flexographic package printer was having problems with process control and consistency.  After printing on lightweight paper, the material passes through a cut and stack process. During this stage, the stacks would come apart and jam the machine.  

This jamming was causing a lot of downtime and preventing the machine from running at optimal speed.  
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Their production target was 300, 5-sheet packets per minute, but they were only able to run at 200 packets/min.  The sheets were not stacking because of a static buildup.

Solution

While it was true that static on the sheets was contributing to the jamming, simply removing the static was not the total solution.

After reviewing the operation, Simco recommended the use of a Chargemaster CH30 and Tetra Charging Bar electrostatic pinning process along with a Blue Bar static neutralizing system to improve the operation.
The Chargemaster system “pins” the sheets together with a temporary static bond, which allows the sheet stacks to hold 

together as they move through the process to the shrink wrap area -thus preventing the jams that were previously causing the downtime.

The Blue Bar, installed at the end of the process, removes any static charges that prevents proper stacking and causes stack misalignments.

Results


After the installation of the Simco equipment, the printer was able to realize some significant benefits:

· Better process control without any downtime

· More process consistency

· Elimination of paper jams

· Production speed requirements exceeded

Productivity output was more than doubled.  Where before they had problems running at 200 packets/min, they could now run trouble free at over 500 packets/min – far exceeded their minimum target of production.

150% increase in productivity

An Illinois Tool Works Company


2257 North Penn Road ( Hatfield, PA  19440 


Tele:  215-822-2171 ( Fax: 215-997-3453


Web:  simco-static.com
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